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HORSE RIDING TRAILS
Dr LESLEY CLARK (Barron River—ALP) (6.08 p.m.): I rise in support of the minister's motion this

evening. The first thing I want to say is that I just love the outdoors, I just love the bush. When I have time,
the thing I most like to do is bush walk. A couple of months ago I was on the Douglas Track through the
rainforest in the Barron Gorge National Park in my electorate going to Glacier Rock, which has amazing
views over the whole of the coast. I love to whitewater raft and I have been down the Johnstone River, the
Tully River and the Barron River. I just love it. It is great to be out in the environment. 

I have learned to scuba dive, I have been ballooning, and I have tried mountain biking. Actually, that
was a bit to scary for me—and I will never go bungy jumping. 

Mr English: Tried parachuting?
Dr LESLEY CLARK: I have yet to try parachuting, but I am tempted. I must admit that in the past I

have also done some horse riding. I have fallen off the odd horse. I have empathy for horse riders and
those who want to get out and enjoy the wonderful environment that we have. 

In my electorate in far-north Queensland I have certainly worked to encourage the development of
tracks and trails such as the Misty Mountain trail. I have helped to upgrade the historic Douglas and Smith
tracks in the Barron Gorge National Park. Closer to home in Smithfield I have been instrumental in the
development of the Smithfield Conservation Park where we have mountain biking. Last weekend a
national event was held there. There was enormous positive feedback from riders from all over Australia
for the facilities at the Smithfield Conservation Park. I do want to have horse riders in my conservation park
because they can ride there. We have people in the Cairns area who want to take up that opportunity. 

Last month I attended the third national Tracks and Trails Conference in Adelaide. I urge people who
are interested in that area to have a look at the proceedings. It was a national conference with delegates
from every state, all government agencies and some very good international speakers. I certainly learnt a
lot from that conference. One particular speaker, Dr Gene Wood from Clemson University in South
Carolina, gave a very inspirational presentation basically urging trail horse riders to seek harmony between
themselves, their horses and the land. He believes that it is possible. 

I move now to the situation in far-north Queensland where we do have a forest transfer process
going on. It is very similar to what members have described in south-east Queensland. There is a
longstanding commitment that state forests in far-north Queensland in the World Heritage area will
become national parks. That is some 480,000 hectares within the Wet Tropics World Heritage area. 

There are problems. There has been conflict. Concerns, such as those expressed in south-east
Queensland, have been expressed there. We have been going through a consultation process with all the
major stakeholders. We are endeavouring to find the balance that other speakers have referred to. It
certainly is not easy to try to meet the needs and aspirations of these diverse groups of people. 

I have actually spoken with Marj Stone from the Tablelands Trial Horse Riders Club. I understand
their concerns. I know that the government is trying to address those concerns, particularly where
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endurance horse riding is concerned in the Herberton Range area. They also want to be able to use the
bump track down to Port Douglas. I believe that is possible. 

As the member for Tablelands has indicated, the proposal that we are looking at is to provide
corridors of conservation park through certain national parks where certain trails have been used. It is not
going to be possible to put those corridors of conservation park along every trail and every track that horse
riders want to use, but that is certainly a mechanism that has been explored. I am still hopeful that we can
find some way of meeting the needs of those horse riders. 

If not, I certainly think the study that we have committed to in south-east Queensland looking for and
finding trails off the protected area estate is the way to go. We have to step back and realise that we are
never going to meet the recreational needs of all the people who want to get out into the outdoors just
within the protected area estate. We have to look at other kinds of estate land such as road reserves. We
have to work with councils and private owners. I really think that the South East Queensland Regional
Trails Network project is the vehicle for us to actually do that in south-east Queensland. I have spoken with
the minister about adopting a similar approach in far-north Queensland. 

Time expired. 
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